BUCKEY O’NEILL CABIN
Location: Grand Canyon National Park, AZ
Markets: Historic Preservation
This project was honored with the 2019 Governor’s Heritage Preservation
Honor Award, as presented by the Arizona State Historic Preservation
Office, and a 2019 ENR Award of Merit for Renovation/Restoration, as
presented by Engineering News Record.

The Buckey O’Neill Cabin, individually listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, sits on the precipice of the South Rim of the Grand Canyon
in historic Grand Canyon Village. The completed project is an exceptional
example of public/private partnerships in preservation, returning the
structure to its 1935 condition and garnering both Engineering News Record
(ENR) and Governor’s Heritage Preservation Awards.

The Buckey O’Neill Cabin is individually listed on the National Register
of Historic Places and is located just feet from the South Rim at the
Grand Canyon National Park. Built circa 1890 by a key figure in both
Arizona State and U.S. National history, it is one of the earliest examples
of adaptive reuse of a historic structure.
A multi-disciplinary partnership, including Loven Contracting’s Historic
Preservation Team, was formed with the following goals:
•
•

•

Built circa-1890, the Buckey O’Neill Cabin is the oldest surviving historic
structure on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon National Park. The cabin is
considered one of the earliest examples of adaptive reuse of a historic structure.

To ensure the integrity of the cabin for the next 129 years and
beyond;
To return the cabin to a condition reflective of its appearance in
1935, when it was purchased by the Fred Harvey Company and
incorporated into the Mary Colter-designed Historic Bright Angel
Cabins and Lodge Complex;
To complete this preservation in a manner worthy of an important
state and national landmark, utilizing best-in-class information,
analysis, and construction techniques, while adhering to NPS
Historic Preservation guidelines.

The team undertook an extensive preservation process, including
painstaking materials matching, modification of contemporary tools
to more accurately replicate the marks made by Buckey O’Neill during
the original construction, and diligent documentation of every step to
ensure accuracy. The result is truly exceptional. Loven Contracting is
honored to share in the stewardship of this national icon, preserving it
for future visitors to this UNESCO World Heritage Site and National Park.

Southeast log crown before and after the preservation process illustrating
preserved logs, board and batten wood siding, wood shakes, excavated
stone foundation, and the addition of a fully reversible copper gutter and
downspout. Great care was taken by our team’s carpenters to accurately
select all logs for repairs and to duplicate their historic shape and tool marks.
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