GRAND CANYON SOUTH KAIBAB TRAIL TIPOFF RAMADA
Location: Grand Canyon National Park, AZ
Markets: Parks & Recreation
Loven Contracting partnered with the National Park Service and the
Grand Canyon National Park Historical Architect to develop, construct,
and install a backcountry shade ramada with integrated search
and rescue features at the very remote Tipoff location on the South
Kaibab Trail in Grand Canyon National Park. As the only shelter on the
essentially treeless trail, this shelter will benefit all hikers seeking a
place to rest during their hike, and will be of particular help to those
experiencing fatigue or overheating issues.
Loven Contracting partnered with the National Park Service and the Grand Canyon
Conservancy to develop, construct, and install a backcountry shade ramada with
integrated search and rescue features at the very remote Tipoff location on the
South Kaibab Trail in Grand Canyon National Park. A key member of the project
team was National Park Service Historical Architect Craig Chenevert.

The structure is 12 feet by 24 feet with 4-foot overhangs to provide
shade around the exterior. It features shade screens to provide air
flow, six benches inside, and a lightning protection system to protect
the structure and occupants from lightning strikes. There are also two
125-gallon cisterns to provide non-potable water for visitors to use
to cool down. Benches are sized to provide workspace for search and
rescue/EMT personnel and the shade screens can be utilized as a place
to hang IV bags in case of medical emergencies.
“The building site location was selected based off a shade study
conducted on a computer program based off the longitude and
latitude of longest day of the year to optimize shade,” said Grand
Canyon’s Historical Architect Craig Chenevert.

This shelter was partially assembled on the South Rim of the Canyon and
flown in via Chinook helicopter at the Tipoff location, located 4 miles from
the South Kaibab trailhead and 2 miles from the Colorado River.

This shelter was partially assembled on the South Rim of the Canyon
and flown in via Chinook helicopter at the Tipoff location, which is 4
miles from the South Kaibab trailhead and 2 miles from the Colorado
River.
Funding for the shelter was provided by the Grand Canyon Conservancy
(GCC), the official nonprofit partner of Grand Canyon National Park.

As the only shelter on the essentially treeless trail, this shelter will benefit all
hikers seeking a place to rest during their hike, and will be of particular help to
those experiencing fatigue or overheating issues. Benches are sized to provide
workspace for search and rescue/EMT personnel and the shade screens can be
utilized as a place to hang IV bags in case of medical emergencies.
03/10/20

